Eagle Point Historical Society 


The Rusty Relic 


We have so many 
things going on and exciting 
right now that I would like 
to thank all my board mem- 
bers. We’re doing an excel- 
lent job, doing what they’re 
supposed to. 


I'm really excited 
because we’re going to have 
a display in the New South 
Valley Bank that shows the 
Wood House and every- 
thing. We have a very 
lucky lady that is helping us 
to do this. She is Patty Ja- 
cobson, the business repre- 
sentative of that bank and 
she says she wants to help 
us and become a member. 
And I do want to thank Skip 
Greer, who has worked es- 
pecially hard and his wife 
Charlotte, who work hard 
on the Wood House Project. 
It is one of the best houses 
known all over the United 
States and the world today 
as we know it. And we’re 
trying to save it, keep it 
from being torn down or 
disappear on us. And we 
can use all the help we can 
get from you as individuals 
and more people. As time 


After several years of main- 


taining dues at the same rate, 


President’s Message 


goes by, oh, yes, by the 
way, we’re going to have a 
display at the home expo in 
February some time. it’s 
going to be a four day and 
the Wood House is going to 
be down there. 


We are now it 
seems like things are going 
good together. Things 
started out on sort of a 
rocky situation but things 
are working better, espe- 
cially on the board. The last 
tow meetings have been 
really super in my mind and 
you, as board members are 
to be congratulated on the 
work that you’re doing in 
each of your things to help 
make this Society work. 


I have heard, I 
don’t know how true it is 
that the Lake Creek store 
and everything is sold out 
and closed up. I hope not. 
And please remember that 
we have a lot of work to do 
here at the museum and the 
Wood Place for our activi- 
ties. 

The coming year 
looks like it’s going to bea 
very busy year. There are so 


Dues Increase January 1 


memberships continue to hold 
steady, costs continue to 


members will see in increase 
come January 1, 2007. while 


many events coming up that 
I cannot name them all, but 
it looks really super for the 
coming year and now we 
got on track and are having 
real good time as a society. 


Keep up the good 
work members and Board 
and like I said in my begin- 
ning, if I do something 
wrong come to me and let 
me know, I’ll try to correct 
it. Or if you have some sug- 
gestion how things can 
work out better, let us know 
cause we’re just human be- 
ings and can do what you 
want if we know what you 
want but don’t go around 
the bush and talk behind our 
backs. Come to us as board 
members because each 
board member will work for 
you and with you. So 
thank you and I’Il be seeing 
you at the meetings and I do 
hope the display at the bank. 


Oh, by the way, the wine 
tasting people will be with 
us at the fair. 


Bill Bradshaw, President 
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When added up, the numbers 
don’t look good when county 
funding ends in June 2007. 


Help can be in many forms. Tak 
ing phone and email messages 
and routing them to the proper 
person can be a big help to board 
members who five busy lives. 


Agrecing to help out with the 


outside of the museum building 
takes some of the burden off older 
members who have been main- 
taining the buildings 
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climb. Funding from Jackson 
County is scheduled to end as 
early as the end of 2007 be- 
cause the federal government 
is pulling the rug from under 
timber dependent counties. 
The number of memberships 
has continued steady for the 
past few years, but a large 
portion of those are life mem- 
bers, and no further dues 
comes from that source. If 
county funding stops entirely, 
we will be dependent on dues 
payments, donations and mer- 
chandise sales. With a meager 
profit of about $5 for each t- 


Dues Increase cont. from page 1 


shirt sold, it means selling a 
large volume of shirts to 
make up the nearly $30,000 
that the county currently pro- 
vides. 

Several county ser- 
vices, such as the Library are 
seeking taxing districts, just to 
survive. Because so many are 
seeking funding through that 
route, there seems little chance 
that Historical Preservation 
could do the same. 


Prepare for some 
tough decisions if funding 
should suddenly disappear. 
The board of directors has 


been making major repairs to 
the museum building over the 
past two summers to make 
certain that those things do not 
come due at a time when there 
is no funding. Thanks to the 
efforts of volunteers, many 
things have been repaired at 
cost to keep things running. 


Dues will be in- 
creased to $10 for individual 
members, $15 for a couple and 
the life membership will be 
increased to $125. those in- 
creases will become effective 
on January 1, 2007. 


E.P. Historical Board Elections 


All incumbents were reelected to 
the Board of Directors during the annual 
meeting in July. Bill Bradshaw was 
elected president, Becky Geear as Vice 
President, Elizabeth Corethers will serve 
as Secretary and Mary Anne Miller is cur- 
rently the Treasurer. Board member 
Maggie Webster was reelected for another 
three-year term. Helen Wolgamott and 


Museum 


volunteers 
needed 


Several things are in 
short supply at the Historical 
Society, but chief among them 
is the need for volunteer help. 
Currently, the museum is open 
every Saturday from noon to 4 
p. m., and one week during the 
month on an additional Thurs- 
day and Friday. Virginia Cut- 
ler is always accepting volun- 
teers who would be willing to 


spend about four hours per 
month there, showing guests 
around and helping them find 
displays. Every volunteer 
works with another person, 
and Virginia is good at match- 
ing people up with the time 
slots that fit them best. 
Another area that is 
often lacking is members will- 
ing to serve on committees. If 


Desraye Assali are serving current terms 
on the Board. 


Board terms are all for a three 
year period and are alternated so that good 
continuity is maintained by not electing all 
positions at once. There are seven board 
positions. Officers are elected annually at 
the Annual Membership meeting and the 
terms are for one year. 


you have a favorite thing you 
like working with, you can be 
matched up in an area of your 
particular expertise. 


Leave a message at 
the museum at 826-4166 or 
call Virginia at 826-4929. 
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Most members are aware that the Ea- 
gle Point Historical Museum has, as a part of a 
collection, The Olive Oatman Story, the story 
of the massacre of Roys Oatman’s family in the 
Arizona Territory during 1851. Impatient at 
having to wait to proceed to California, Oatman 
took his alone into the wilds with just a team of 
Oxen and four scrawny cows. On the banks of 
the Gila River, the family was set upon by sev- 
eral Indians with war clubs. Roys and his wife 
were killed instantly, and four of the seven chil- 
dren were also slain. Lorenzo was clubbed, 
thrown over a cliff and left for dead. Olive and 
her younger sister, Mary Anne, were forced to 
watch the carnage, then taken to the camp of 
the Yavapai. They were treated badly, starved 
and forced to become slaves. Later, they were 
sold to a Mojave tribe who took them another 
250 miles to a place along the Colorado River. 
For a time they were treated badly there, but 


The Oatman Story 


through the ordeal and that he had been trying 
to find her. He heard that some Native Ameri- 
cans were holding a white girl through one of 
the men who often traded with them. Arrange- 
ments were made to trade for the girl and she 


was shortly reunited with her brother in Fort 
Yuma, California. After a time, family mem- 
bers from the Rogue Valley brought them here, 
and they attempted to live a normal life. 

While here, they worked on their 
cousin’s farm near Phoenix. Olive stayed for a 
time with the Stephen family and Mrs. Abigail 
Taylor taught Olive to sew and the Taylor’s 
daughter Rachel, taught her how to read and 
write. It is also said that Olive became friends 
with the Samuel Colver family and even called 
their daughter, Abi Colver, her sister. 

A granddaughter of Abigail Taylor 
later wrote that “Olive sometimes paced the 
floor for hours, weeping and that they could 


A form of transportation in com- 
mon use during the time of the 
Oatman massacre. This exam- 
ple is at Ft. Rock Historical Mu- 
seum. 


eventually became friendly with the Chief's 
wife. She saw to it that they had food and gar- 
den space and they lived a relatively good life 


hear her sometimes all night pacing the floor. 
Later, Olive and her brother Lorenzo, 
wrote the book The captivity of Olive Oatman 


there. 

A hard drought struck the area and 
many Indians were starving—and so was 
Olive’s Sister. She never recovered from the 
starvation, and died. 

All the time Olive Oatman spent in 
captivity, she didn’t know that he brother lived 


For the past two years, the 
Wood House has been the site of sev- 
eral art shows, antique tractor shows, 
car shows and a list of other types of 
events. In 2007, the artists will be back 
again, as well as the antique Military 
vehicles. Another draw will be held 
there sometime during the summer 
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Wood House events for 2007 


and used the proceeds of the book to study in 
California. Soon a second and third editions 
were published. One of those is also in the col- 
lection at the museum. Olive married in 1865, 
moved to Texas where she died at the age of 
65. 


months. The antique clock club would 


like to hold an event there, displaying a 
variety of old clocks from their private 
collections. Date and time for the 
events has not been set, except for the 
Antique Military collectors Association 
showing will be held the weekend be- 
fore Memorial Day. Please watch fu- 
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Virginia Cutler: volunteer since 1987 


Virginia Cutler has the only building there) once more artifacts since then. 
been a docent at the museum for per month because the museum Girlenhacworted 
longer than she has known what was open only on Saturdays. steadily at the museum since 
the word means. Virginia Betty Beddingfield was the presi- 197 except for a few months 
i . . . u 3 
moved to the Rogue Valley in dent of the historical society Suleniclrevd itcovencdte eine 
eee then Poe the museum — then. cance 
in August of the same year. a i 7 ald cats 
: We were overrun in “I liked every bit of it 
1 used to take notes the single room school building. pecause | like people and I like 
on the questions that people We had no room for artifacts talking to them. People would 


asked about local history. The despite that we could have used ack alyout older houses. Most of 
only information we had wasa them. There wasn’t too MiMcHIOMn | mralvellcarnedinlivelleacned 
book on the schools that in- see at the time, some of the from the people that have come 
cluded the entire of Jackson blacksmith tools and mill tools. ;,, fowisit 

County.” I worked for six hours It was after we started adding on 

per day (when the museum was the building before we got many 


